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find these patients face higher cost-sharing
(even for inexpensive drugs), more prior-au-
thorization requirements, more mandatory
substitutions, and often no coverage for the
drugs they need, so that consumers ‘‘cannot
be adequately insured.”

The study also corroborates reports that
these rules are subjecting patients to higher
deductibles and cost-sharing across the
board, narrow networks that exclude leading
cancer centers, inaccurate provider direc-
tories, and opaque cost-sharing. A coalition
of 150 patient groups complains this govern-
ment-fostered race to the bottom ‘‘com-
pletely undermines the goal of the ACA.”

It doesn’t have to be like this. Employer
plans offer drug coverage more comprehen-
sive and sustainable than ObamaCare. The
pre-2014 individual market made comprehen-
sive coverage even more secure: High-cost
patients were less likely to lose coverage
than similar enrollees in employer plans.
The individual market created innovative
products like ‘‘pre-existing conditions insur-
ance’” that—for one-fifth the cost of health
insurance—gave the uninsured the right to
enroll in coverage at healthy-person pre-
miums if they developed expensive condi-
tions.

If anything, Republicans should fear not
repealing ObamaCare’s pre-existing-condi-
tions rules. The Congressional Budget Office
predicts a partial repeal would wipe out the
individual market and cause nine million to
lose coverage unnecessarily. And contrary to
conventional wisdom, the consequences of
those rules are wildly unpopular. In a new
Cato Institute/YouGov poll, 63% of respond-
ents initially supported ObamaCare’s pre-ex-
isting-condition rules. That dropped to 31%—
with 60% opposition—when they were told of
the impact on quality.

Republicans can’t keep their promise to re-
peal ObamaCare and improve access for the
sick without repealing the ACA’s penalties
on high-quality coverage.

——
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 55
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

——
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

————

PRAYER

Reverend M. Davies Kirkland, Dulin
United Methodist Church, Falls
Church, Virginia, offered the following
prayer:

Gracious and loving God, we offer
thanks for this day that You have
given us, a day full of new beginnings,
opportunities, and potential for our
country.

We ask Your blessings upon these
Representatives, their staffs, and all
here who work through government to
serve people of varied traditions,
faiths, and races.

Give them guidance and strength as
they debate, deliberate, and make dif-
ficult decisions on laws which will gov-
ern our country.
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Give them patience and civility to
listen compassionately, to show re-
spect for each other, and to work to-
gether for the common good.

And, O God, give them hope. For
though the path may seem perilous and
the hurdles high, may hope sustain
these public servants that they might
accomplish the more perfect union that
our forebears dreamed of: a more per-
fect union of justice, freedom, and lib-
erty for all.

I pray this in Your Almighty name.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I
demand a vote on agreeing to the
Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from South Carolina (Mr. WILSON)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

WELCOMING REVEREND M. DAVIES
KIRKLAND

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
BEYER) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Pastor Dave Kirkland,
who led us in the opening prayer. Pas-
tor Kirkland is appointed as the pastor
of Dulin United Methodist Church in
Falls Church, Virginia, where he has
been the pastor for the last 17 years.

Previously, he was appointed to Del
Ray United Methodist Church in Alex-
andria, Virginia, for 6 years and asso-
ciate pastor at Asbury United Meth-
odist Church in Harrisonburg, Virginia,
for 4 years.

Dave’s passion in ministry is related
to the great Commandment: to love
God with all your heart, soul, and
mind, and to love your neighbor as
yourself.

This is articulated in preaching, rais-
ing money, and good deeds performed
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by the congregation through reaching
out to the lost and the least.

A highlight of this ministry of hope
at Dulin: over 60 homeless persons each
Sunday morning are served a break-
fast, attend a worship service, and are
given toiletries and assistance cards to
purchase items at Giant Food.

Dulin is engaged in several local min-
istries, such as Homeless Shelter,
Homestretch, Rebuilding Together, and
Meals on Wheels; and he also supports
a child rescue center in Sierra Leone.

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to wel-
come Pastor Dave today to the House
of Representatives, and I personally
thank him for offering the opening
prayer.

—————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HUIZENGA). The Chair will entertain up
to 15 further requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

——————

FORT JACKSON CENTENNIAL

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, this month marks the Fort
Jackson Centennial, a celebration of
100 years of military service and oppor-
tunity at that extraordinary post.

As the largest initial entry training
facility for the Army, Fort Jackson
has been a leader in training in mili-
tary readiness. Indeed, Fort Jackson
recently achieved a remarkable mile-
stone, having trained an estimated five
million soldiers.

I know firsthand of the dedication
and capability of Fort Jackson. As a
member of the Army Reserve and the
South Carolina Army National Guard
and a graduate of the Adjutant General
School, I trained at Fort Jackson. Ad-
ditionally, three of my four sons have
served in the South Carolina National
Guard, receiving world class training
at Fort Jackson.

I have also seen how Fort Jackson
supports the Midlands community, pro-
moting civilian and military jobs, pro-
viding strong leaders and volunteers
for our community, drawing millions of
visitors. This is why the Midlands has
worked hard to become the most mili-
tary-friendly community in America.

Congratulations to General Pete
Johnson for a strong command at Fort
Jackson. I look forward to continued
success for American families. Victory
starts here.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and may we never forget September
the 11th in the global war on terrorism.

COST-SHARING REDUCTION
PAYMENTS

(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
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